
Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement Regulatory Cooperation Forum – 
Work plan 
The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) Regulatory Cooperation Forum (RCF) work 
plan is a living document and will be updated on an ongoing basis as regulatory cooperation 
opportunities arise and following each RCF meeting. 

Background 

On September 21, 2017, the Canada-EU CETA entered into force provisionally. Chapter 21 lays out the 
framework for regulatory cooperation activities, including the establishment of the RCF. The chapter 
builds on and replaces an existing agreement between the EU and Canada on regulatory 
cooperation ('Framework on Regulatory Co-operation and Transparency between the Government of 
Canada and the European Commission, done at Brussels on 21 December 2004’). 

The role of the RCF is to facilitate and promote regulatory cooperation between the Parties. RCF will 
perform the following functions: 

• Provide a forum to discuss regulatory policy issues of mutual interest that the Parties have
identified through, among others, consultations conducted in accordance with Article 21.8.

• Assist individual regulators to identify potential partners for cooperation activities and provide
them with appropriate tools for that purpose, such as model confidentiality agreements.

• Review regulatory initiatives, whether in progress or anticipated, that a Party considers may
provide potential for cooperation. The reviews, which will be carried out in consultation with
regulatory departments and agencies, should support the implementation of this Chapter.

• Encourage the development of bilateral cooperation activities in accordance with Article 21.4
and, on the basis of information obtained from regulatory departments and agencies, review
the progress, achievements and best practices of regulatory cooperation initiatives in specific
sectors.

RCF structure 

On the EU side the work is led jointly by DG GROW and DG TRADE and on the Canadian side jointly by 
the Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat and Global Affairs Canada. 

EU co-chairs: 

• Outi Slotboom (DG GROW, European Commission)

• Rupert Schlegelmilch (DG TRADE, European Commission)

Canadian co-chairs: 
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•  (Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat) 

•  (Global Affairs Canada) 

RCF will: 

• Report annually to the CETA Joint Committee on the implementation of CETA Chapter 21;

• Convene annually unless the parties decide otherwise;

• Provide an annual forum, unless the Parties decide otherwise, for regulators to engage in topic-
specific discussions and update the RCF co-chairs on the status of their cooperation activities;

• Debrief stakeholders following the annual RCF meetings, providing opportunities for
stakeholders who cannot be physically present to engage virtually;

• As required, provide ongoing support and guidance to facilitate regulator-to-regulator
discussions on existing and potential regulatory cooperation issues; and

• Post online RCF agendas, work plans and reports.

Stakeholder involvement 

To inform their regulatory cooperation activities, including the exchanges of regulators at RCF meetings, 
both Parties have carried out consultations in line with the Article 21.8 of CETA, in order to collect views 
of European and Canadian stakeholders for potential topics where EU and Canadian regulators can 
meaningfully cooperate. 

• Stakeholder submissions to the Commission have been made public on the
Commission’s website.

• Stakeholder submission to Canada have been published on the Canada.ca website.

Each Party may choose to conduct additional stakeholder consultations to inform their issues and 
sectors of interest under the RCF. 

Work plan development 

Informed by the input Canada and the Commission received through their consultations, the Parties 
have exchanged proposals that outline the issues, sectors and regulatory areas that are of interest to 
them. Through internal analysis and discussions with their respective regulators, as well as through 
dialogues with one another, the Parties are working to identify those issues that are of mutual interest. 
While these dialogues and exchanges continue, both Parties have agreed that work on the exchange of 
information on the safety of consumer products as defined in the Article 21.7 of CETA should start 
expeditiously. 

As the Parties reach agreement on areas that are of mutual interest, they will work with regulators to 
add these items to a table of cooperation areas (Annex A), which includes actions and timelines.   

Annex A 

Overview of CETA RCF Regulatory Cooperation Areas 













and EMA will continue to 
determine areas of specific 
interest as needed. 

HC to attend EMA’s Paediatric Committee 
(PDCO) meetings (as an observer, without 
being involved in the review process) 

October 2020 
and ongoing (ad 
hoc) 

Ongoing 

HC participated in the October 
2020 PDCO meeting (virtually) 
and found it to be a very valuable 
experience. Ongoing attendance 
will continue on an ad hoc basis. 

HC and EMA to share relevant activities 
developed as part of its ongoing paediatric 
policy and regulatory development process 

Ongoing Ongoing 

HC shared its Pediatric Drug 
Action Plan and a draft version of 
a proposed pediatric regulation 
for comment in early 2021.  

HC and EMA have set-up 
quarterly check-ins to share 
updates and discuss this 
workplan. 

Quarterly meetings between HC and EMA 
to engage in discussions on topics of 
interest. 

Jan 2022 – 
Ongoing 

Ongoing 

HC shared information regarding 
risk-based approaches to 
classifying drugs. The EMA shared 
additional information regarding 
the process of PIP review and 
provided updates on the 
Evolutionary PIP. 

EMA to share finalised PIP reviews (for 
pharmaceuticals and biologics) 

TBD Ongoing 
Dependent on need to redact 
personal data in documents 
(clarification ongoing). 

HC to observe the EMA in the review of 
PIPs from submission to approval, 
including observing the PDCO meeting(s) 

TBD Pending 

Dependent on need for PIP 
redactions (above). Logistic 
discussions are planned to 
commence in the first half of 
2023. 

HC and EMA to explore further 
collaboration options 

Ongoing Ongoing 
Experiences from above actions 
to be assessed on an ongoing 
basis. 




