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„There is only one thing worse than fighting with allies, 

and that is fighting without them!“

- Sir Winston Churchill, 1945 -



NATO 
DETERRENCE
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Credible and effective

Allied Air Power

Ready to employ!

Interoperable Forces

Allied Air Power 
(NATINAMDS)

Credible Deterrence/ 
Cohesion of the Alliance
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THREATS AND PERSPECTIVES
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before 1990 after 1990

Imminent ThreatLiving in Peace Living in Peace Imminent Threat
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EUROFIGHTER FLEET BACKBONE OF NATO AIRPOLICING
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Albacete
Morón

Lossiemouth

Coningsby

Laage

Zeltweg

Neuburg

Wittmund

Nörvenich

Trapani

Gioia del Colle

Grosseto

Istrana
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the beginning:

the development:



EUROFIGHTER DEPLOYMENT
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• National contingents

• “footprint” on DOB (two contingent overlap)

• Logistic effort

• Reduced readiness

LogisticsAAR, SatCom CIS

AAR,

IT, SatCom

MaintenanceVehicles
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Modernization

Operational readiness

Digitalization

GERMAN AIR CHIEF‘S VISION
PRIORITIES

Multinationalization
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COMBINED AIR POLICING
ROYAL AIR FORCE
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DEU/ GBR Sec Def           2018: Intensify bilateral Security Cooperation (Joint Vision Statement)

DEU/ GBR Air Chiefs       2018: Improve Interoperability (EF- Interoperability Enhancement Programme)
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EF IEP key pillars:

• Training and Exercises

• EF Twinning 

• EF Operational Logistics/Maintenance

• Capability Coherence 



COMBINED AIR POLICING
ROYAL AIR FORCE

Luftwaffe 10

DEU/ GBR Sec Def           2018: Intensify bilateral Security Cooperation (Joint Vision Statement)

DEU/ GBR Air Chiefs       2018: Improve Interoperability (EF- Interoperability Enhancement Programme)
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EF IEP key pillars:

• Training and Exercises

• EF Twinning 

• EF Operational Logistics/Maintenance

• Capability Coherence 

Drive interoperability through operations

COMBINED AIR POLICING



NATO/ Governments       2014/16:       Refocus on Collective Defence

DEU/ GBR Sec Def           2018: Intensify bilateral Security Cooperation (Joint Vision Statement)

DEU/ GBR Air Chiefs       2018: Improve Interoperability (EF- Interoperability Enhancement Programme)

DEU/ GBR Air Chiefs 2018/19: Drive Interoperability by operations (Combined Air Policing)

COMBINED AIR POLICING
ROYAL AIR FORCE
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DEU-GBR Combined Air Policing stepped approach:

(Step 1) Handover – Takeover 

(Step 2) Temporary enforcement Training/Excange (Plug & Fight EX)

(Step 3) Temporary enforcement (Plug & Fight on status)

(Step 4) Combined Air Policing (24/7)
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COMBINED AIR POLICING
ROYAL AIR FORCE

Luftwaffe unclassified

2023

Step 4

GBR DEU- Combined 

Air Policing (24/7)

2019

Step 1 

Handover/

Takeover Ämari

2021

Step 3

GAF participation

RAF AP South 

(CAOC, Status, T-Scr)
2020

Step 2 

1. GAF – RAF Plug & Fight 

Siauliai

2. RAF – GAF Plug & Fight

Ämari

(Proof of concept)



COMBINED AIR POLICING
ITALIAN AIR FORCE AND SPANISH AIR FORCE 
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Lt. Gen. Gerhartz Lt. Gen. Rosso Lt. Gen. Gerhartz Gen. Salto

Common Declaration signed in October 2021 Common Declaration ready to sign
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COMBINED AIR POLICING
ITALIAN AND SPANISH AIR FORCE
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Laage

Neuburg

Wittmund

Nörvenich

End 2022
eBAP

(GAF-SPAF T-Scramble)

Spring 2022
enhanced Air Policing South

(ITAF- GAF T-Scramble)

Albacete
Morón Trapani

Gioia del Colle

Grosseto

Istrana
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COMBINED AIR POLICING
CONTRIBUTION TO „OPERATIONAL READINESS“ AND NATO

Luftwaffe 15

Credible and effective

Allied Air Power

Ready to employ!

unclassified



- OPERATIONAL AIRFORCE -

Multinational Capability Development

Combined Air Policing

Col (GS) Holger Leukert

LUFTWAFFE


