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Dear Minister,

On December 9" 2021, the Dutch Transmission System Operator (GTS)
received a notification from the German authorities, which stated an
additional demand for Dutch low caloric gas (L-gas) following the adjusted
projections of the German demand for L-gas for the current and coming gas
years. Following this notification, our respective ministries have been in
contact with each other, but have not yet been able to reach an
understanding.

I send this letter, to express my concern in relation to your notification and to
ask you to maintain our close collaboration, in line with established practice,
in order to mitigate the risks and consequences that arise from the new
projections. More specifically, I would like to draw your attention to the urgent
need to end the production from the Groningen field as soon as possible in
order to lower the risk of severe earthquakes. In light of this risk, which at the
moment remains indisputably high, I would like to stress the importance of
avoiding any increases in the demand for gas from the Groningen field.

The news on the increase in the German demand for Dutch L-gas has come as
an unpleasant surprise for the Netherlands. Mainly because it also concerns
the demand in the current gas year: an increase in the German demand in
this gas year forms a risk for the Dutch security of supply and could make it
necessary to revise the production decision for the Groningen field which was
taken in September. The Dutch conversion facilities alone have insufficient
capacity to meet the additional German demand for L-gas. As you can









