
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES FROM THE PERSPECTIVE

OF CROSS-BORDER CRIME AND ITS LINKAGES 

WITH OTHER CRIMINAL MARKETS

Open Source Research

JHAAN Seminar on Environmental Crime – 01 June 2021

Zuzana Buszman, Specialist LES/CGLEU/ORD

Law Enforcement Sector, Coast Guard and Law Enforcement Unit

Operational Response Division





3

Directive 2008/99/EC (Article 3) on the protection of the environment through criminal law: 

▫ Revision process in progress

▫ Main legislative challenges: scope; definitions of offences; sanctioning; enforcement.

Introduction | defining EnviCrime

The definition of environmental crime is not universally agreed, neither on global or at 

the EU level. 

Environmental crime definition is composed of: 

(i) illegal activities harming the environment; 

(ii) aimed at benefitting individuals or groups or companies 

(iii)from the exploitation of, damage to, trade or theft of natural resources
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2/3 of the EnviCrime cases referred to Eurojust* in 2021 concerned other crimes in addition

to EnviCrimes. These relate mostly to e.g.:

• organised crimes (17%), 

• fraud (17%), 

• document forgery (16%) 

• money laundering (11%). 

Criminal networks correlated with Envirimes are engaged in drug trafficking, counterfeit 

of goods, corruption and most of the time relate to the document forgery. 

Still, those crimes are perceived as ‘lead crimes’ during criminal proceedings. 

Interlinkages | EU perspective 

*Source: Report on Eurojust’s Casework on Environmental Crime, Eurojust, January 2021
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1. High-profit and low-risk nature of envicrimes

➢ introduction of harsher sanctioning system

2. Lack of effective information & intelligence exchange and multi-agency collaboration

➢ enhancement of international cooperation, regular gathering and exchange of data

3. Need for specialized training for law enforcement authorities combating EnviCrimes

➢ focus on training and learning methods

4. Unharmonized legislation with different implementation of existing EU Directives

➢ enforcement of unified legal framework at the EU level

5. Research and analysis is not updated regularly 

➢ broader research and data gathering in a domain of EnviCrime linkages to other CBCs and OCGs 

Conclusions and recommendations 
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