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Therefore, the Commission plans to carry out a mapping of Member States’ legal 
framework and case law that is applicable to law enforcement access to encrypted 
information, as well as Member States’ operational practices and needs, with a view to 
identifying and focusing on areas where EU action could be relevant.  
 
In order to launch this process, we would like to invite Member States to a meeting to 
discuss the objectives and methodology for the above-mentioned mapping exercise, as 
well as to explore how this process could be organised.  
 
The meeting will be organised virtually and will take place on 25 May from 15:00 to 
17:00, chaired by the Secretariat-General, with the participation of relevant Directors 
from DGs HOME, CNECT, JUST and the Joint Research Centre. 
 
We expect the meeting to look at the topic of encryption and access by law enforcement 
and judicial authorities from two perspectives: of ensuring that EU and Member States’ 
laws, including criminal laws, apply online as they do offline and can be enforced in 
practice; and of ensuring cybersecurity and fundamental rights, including freedom of 
expression privacy and data protection, as well as fair trial guarantees. We would 
appreciate your help in securing the participation of relevant actors from your Member 
State. Given the different angles to be addressed, the Commission proposes inclusion of 
all relevant expertise with participation from capitals as well as from your Permanent 
Representation. We would be grateful if you could send us up to three names of 
colleagues who will represent your Member State by 17 May 2021 to the email address 

. You could also use this email address for any inquiries 
that you may have. 

Participants will be sent a web link to join the meeting in due course. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Elisabeth WERNER 
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